Wheeler's Elementary Speller

Lessons 132 & 133

Pupil:

Date: Score:

VOWEL REVIEW (SHORT | & LONG 1), IRREGULAR /I/ SPELLINGS &

HOMOPHONES

Wheeler Page 71 « 26px Baseline
Standard

-

Wheeler's Elementary Speller « Lessons 132 & 133

. Orthographic Review: Shorti (/1/) vs. Long1 (/az/)

v v
1 1
SHORT /I/ « BLENDS SHORT /I/ « -TCH/ -DGE

bring 2 ditch =
string & stitch [
print b ridge S0
which < bridge <0

Lesson 132 ¢ 16 Core Review Words

1 1
LONG /AI/ « -IGH- & I_E LONG /AI/ « SILENTK/I_E

night = knife =
fright S white [
while < pride D
strike <0 prize <

Consonant Blends « which exception

Protective Trigraphs (-tch, -dge)

Silent gh (-igh-) « Split Digraph (i_e)

2. Words Often Mispronounced: Irregular Vowel Graphemes Sounding as Short 1 (/1/)

pretty
(prit'ty)

e=/1/

been 2

(bin)

ee=[1/

busy =

(biz'zy)

u=/1/es=/z/

Silent k (kn-) « Split Digraph (i_e)

e, ee, or u disguised as |

minute 2
(min'it)

u = /1/ « time unit

a. The bee flew to every sweet flower in the field.

b. She wore a very blue ribbon in her hair.

c. The boy has absent from school for only one day.

d. Wait just one before opening the garden gate.

3. Homophones Discrimination & Copywork: “steal” vs. "steel”

steal /sti:l/ « verb g

To slyly take that which belongs to somebody else without permission or
right (Old English ste/an).

“Thou shalt not steal”

Lesson 133 « Words Pronounced Alike (/sti:l/)

steel /sti:l/ « noun / adjective <0

A hard, strong alloy of iron and carbon, forged for sharp knife blades,
sturdy tools, and swords (Old English stéf).

— Bible (Exodus 20:15)

“The sword was made of steel”

— Wheeler Mode/ Sentence

Sentence Synthesis: Write an original sentence using both “steal” and “steel”

@ 4. Wheeler Socratic Inquiry « Write Complete Answers on Standard 26px Lines

Question 1: When any one slyly takes that which belongs to somebody else, what do you call it?

Question 2: What is the blade of a good knife made of?

RF.2.3 « Orthoepy « Phonics & Homophones

Zero Bottom Void Architecture « Page 1 of 2



% Teacher Master Key « Lessons 132 & 133

Vowel Sounds of “i"” (Short & Long) « Irregular /1/ Graphemes « Homophones “steal / steel” « Page 71

INSTRUCTOR REFERENCE KEY

1. Orthoepic & Morphological Matrix (Lessons 132 & 133)

WORD BASE IPA WEBSTER MARK grl?gSEI-II;IIgATION
ditch / stitch /ditf/ /stitf/ ditch / stitch Shorti + -tch

ridge / bridge /rid3/ /brids/ ridge / bridge ShortT + -dge
which Jwitf/ which Short i Exception
night / fright /nait/ /frait/ night / fright Longii + -igh-

knife /maif/ knife Long1 - Silentk
pretty /'priti/ prit'ty 0Odd Grapheme: e = /1/
been /bm/ bin 0dd Grapheme: ee = /1/
busy /' bizi/ biz'y 0dd Grapheme: u = /1]
minute / ' mmit/ min'it 0dd Grapheme: u = /1/
steal vs. steel /sti:l/ steal vs. steel Homophones Pair

§ 1. The Short Vowel Protective Trigraph Rule (-tch / -dge)

Why do we write ditch, stitch, ridge, bridge instead of *dich or *rige?

¢ Single Short Vowel Rule: In English monosyllables, the sound /tf/
following an accented short vowel is spelled -tch, and /d3/ is spelled -
dge. The tand d prevent the vowel from looking like an open syllable!

e The Four Historic Exceptions: The common words which, rich, much,
such were so universally memorized in early print that scribes never
added the t.

3. Oral Dictation Sentences (Administer in Class)

1. Thou shalt not steal the golden knife from the ancient church.

2. The sharp sword was made of hardened steel that could cut a thick rope.

3. A pretty bird sat upon the wooden bridge above the deep ditch.
4. The busy tailor had to stitch the white coat in just one minute.

PHONOLOGICAL ANALYSIS

ORTHOEPIC & ETYMOLOGICAL INSIGHT

Short /1/ requires protective trigraph -tch in native
monosyllables (contrast exception: which).

Short /1/ protects voiced affricate /d3/ with trigraph -dge
(never final -ge after short vowel).

One of 4 high-frequency Anglo-Saxon exceptions retaining -
ch without t (which, rich, much, such).

Old English velar fricative [¢] vocalized into long /a1/; ghis
silent (ght).

Historical /kn/ cluster simplified to /n/; silent final e marks
preceding ilong. Plural: knives.

Old English preettig (crafty/cunning). Vowel raised to /1/ in
15th-century southern English dialect.

Past participle of be. In American standard English, shortened
to /bin/ (RP British retains /bi:n/).

Old English bysig. West Midland spelling retained v, but East
Midland pronunciation /1/ prevailed.

Noun (60 seconds). Latin minutus. Unstressed second syllable
reduces to /1/. (Contrast adj. minute [mar'nju:t/).

steal (verb: unlawful taking) with digraph ea vs. stee/ (noun:
forged iron alloy) with digraph ee.

© 2. The “Spelling vs. Sound” Dialectal Legacy of /1/
Why are pretty, been, busy, minute spelled with letters other than "i"?

¢ Dialect Clash in London: In Middle English, London printers blended
Northern, Southern, and Midland texts. For busy, they kept the West
Midland spelling u, but pronounced it with the East Midland vowel /1/.

¢ High-Frequency Reduction: High-frequency function words like been
experienced vowel shortening from long /i:/ to lax /1/.

Exact Decodable Context

5. They have been waiting on the high mountain ridge all through the cold night.

A Common Pupil Pitfalls & Remediation

* Homophone Confusion: Writing *Thou shalt not steel* or *a steal
sword* Mnemonic: "steal = cheat / tear; steel = hard feel / wheel.”

* Phonetic Misspelling of Irregulars: Writing *pritty* *bin* *bizy* or
*minit* Emphasize morphological history and flashcard reinforcement.

* Missing “t" or “d": Writing *dich* or *brige* Remind pupils of the
protective consonant rule.

2 Evaluative Scoring Rubric (20 Points Total)

1. Vowel Grid (5 pts)

Accurately identifies and
pronounces all shortTand long 1
words; recognizes -tch, -dge, and
silent k.

2. Irregulars (5 pts)

Correctly spells pretty, been, busy,
minute in cloze context sentences
without phonetic lapses.

Wheeler's Elementary Speller (1901) « Lessons 132 & 133 « Teacher Master Key & Guide

v Socratic Discussion Prompts

¢ Inquiry on Exceptions: "Look at stitch and which. Why does stitch have
a t, but which does not?” (Lead to discussion of the 4 special words).

* Homophone Meaning: “If a burglar enters a house, does he want to stea/
or to steef? What does a blacksmith work with?"

* Phonemic Awareness: "Pronounce knife and white. What vowel sound
do you hear? Why is the k quiet?”

3. Homophones (5 pts)

Flawless discrimination between
steal (verb) and stee/ (metal);
accurate response to both Socratic
riddles.

4.Penmanship (5 pts)

Strict adherence to 26px baseline;
lowercase letters properly touch the
13px dashed midline with uniform
slant.

Zero Bottom Void Architecture « Page 2 of 2 (Teacher Edition)



